Department of Defense

DIRECTIVE

1402.4

ASD(FM&P)

SUBJECT : Entry Age For Selected Firefighter and Law Enforcenent
O ficer Positions

Ref er ence: (a) Title 5 United States Code, Section 3307
A, PURPOSE

This Directive establishes a maxi num age standard of 35 years for entry
into selected firefighter and | aw enforcenent officer positions under

reference (a)

B. APPLICABILITY

This Directive applies to the Ofice of the Secretary of Defense (0SD) ,
the Mlitary Departnents, the Unified and Specified Commands , the Inspector
Ceneral of the Departnent of Defense (IG, DoD), and the Defense Agencies
(hereafter referred to collectively as “DoD Conponents”).

c. POQLICY

1. It is DoD policy to apply a nmaxi num age standard of 35 years to in-
di viduals entering firefighter and | aw enforcenent officer occupations
officially identified by the Secretary of Defense or the Deputy Secretary as
being sufficiently rigorous that enploynment opportunities in these positions
are limted to young and physically vigorous individuals.

2. The maxi mum entry-age standard, identified in subsection C|., above,
Is applicable on or after the date of this Directive and prevents the original
entry to covered positions by persons who have reached their 35th birthday.
This standard may be waived for candidates if they have not reached their 35th
birthday at the tinme of certification to the DoD Conponent from enpl oynent
registers issued fromthe Ofice of Personnel Mnagenent, regardless of
whet her the age limt is subsequently passed during the selection process
before actual entry onto duty.

D. RESPONSI BI LI TI ES

The Head of a DoD Component, on an exception basis, may approve original
entry to a position, identified in subsection C., above, on behalf of an
I ndi vi dual who has reached his or her 35th birthday. However, such an exception
shal|l be rare and based only on a conpelling hardship to the DoD Conponent
mssion; i.e., made only to overcone a recruitnent shortage and nade only by
witten order in each case by the DoD Conponent Head concerned. A copy of the
witten order shall be filed in the official personnel folder of the person
concer ned.




E.  EFFECTI VE DATE

This Directive is effective inmediately.

Al eon AT S -

WIlliamH. Taft, |V
Deputy Secretary of Defense



